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~—-~“ Indigenous Sovereigny is o felr, embodied belonging fo the land and

communify that holds deep ond varied meanings for Indigenous people.
Thereis o stark difference between Indigenous sovereignty and the type of
o sovereignty cluimed by nafion states like Australia & Israel. Aboriginal and

5 * " Tomes St Isknder coletive ‘Sl Here' speaks about Indigenous
“ Ige“ous ;.11' sovereignty oS knowing, caring and being Country “we embody this lnd

and s Stories, we tre country and country is us”. This is the Indigenous

»“ soverelg“'l'v % connection o land we refer toin the saying “sovereignty never ceded”.

"1l Here’ contrasts ae Sovereignty 0s “u Sovereignty buitt on monarchs,
h e I‘e & I“ m violgnce & dominion over land & neople. This kind of power contros,
] B destroys & colonises in 0 relentless pursuit of progress.” Indigenous

p u I e s.I.I “ e sovereignty is resisting “Wesern ways of goveming ot exclude &

dominate.” When a Setler colony lie Australia s formed, Serfers claim

| ownersfip of lond through ‘stote Sovereignty'. Colonial state Sovereignry

requires violence fo esfoblish and mointain tsef. We see tis in the violent,

ongaing colonisaion on this contingnt that dominates Indigenaus land &

~ communifies through extracrive industries, mass incarceration, child theft
S &other forms of systemic oppression.

g - Coloninlism & Palestinian Indigeneiry
— Inits simplst politca form, Indigeneity means a parficular relationship f

= ——— colonists thar seek fo elminate & dominate the exiting population. Both
= Blackfulls & Palestinians predate the arival o setiers who systematically
discriminate aguingt them in oder o create o nation safe buif 10 benefi
O exclusive groun, Such oS o ‘white Australi’ or Jewish sroer. Indigenous
sovereignty, inherent i Blockfulos & Polestinions, challenges the
% Colaboratve  Iegifimacy of the nation states of Austalia & Isroel
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connections & mulfiple fuiths, including Judaism. Like Christians & Muslims,
Jews have o historical & religious connection fo the land of Palesfine.

Tionist colonialism sought exclusive conirol of land for Jews, Specifically §

European Jews. Early Zionist Sertlers boosted of their European superiority
over savage Palestinians & even non-European Jews, claiming a right fo rule
the lund of Palesting bused on inferpretations of scripture. Contemporary
Lionism hos udded another element to the cluim, arguing that Jews have o

singular ploce of origin in Palesting & tre Indigenous fo the lnd. Many B8

Lionists recharacterize seftler-colonialism os European Jews ‘coming home’
o ancestral lands after being (iargely) absent for 2000 years.

While the contexts vary ucross the world, seftlers cloiming Indigeneity fo
justify their presence & subjugation of others is not unusual. It is common 10
hear Australian settlers cloim o be Indigenous or ‘from here” to justify their
rights 1o lund or contest Blockfullo Sovereigny. This cluim tims fo deny
seffler colonialism & ts inherent raciol violence. I is imporfant to remember
that Indigeneify fundomentally refers to the population that pre-exists the
arrival of settlers. Both Bluckfullus & Palestinians pre-exist & endure sertler-
stutes on their lands. It is these two groups that seftler states (Australia &
Israel) seek to kil, oppress & remove from the land in order to maintain

- power. Blockfullo & Polestinion Indigenous Sovereignty will always

challenge the legitimacy of settler-colonil Stafes.
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required o establish Isroel.

L

Lionism: a sefler-colonial movement

Tionism is a modern pofiical idea that led o the creation of the state of
Isroelin 1948. Zionism wos founded by Furopean Jews in the 19th century, o
fime when the nation Stafe was increasingly viewed oS the Strongest way
10 create order & poiical power. It was also an era of increasing anfi-
seitism in Europe. Zionism Sought fo create o nation-Stare exclusively for
Jewish people.

The original Zionists were clear that the formation of ISrael required colonicl
violence. Russian Zionist leader, Viadomir |ubofinsky described Zionism us o
“colonisation ucventure”, wrifing that, “every Indigenous people willresist
alien settlers us long os they see any hope of ridding themselves of the
(langer of foreign seftlement. That is what the Arabs in Palestine tre doing,
& what they will persist in doing us long us there remains a solitary spark of
hope that they wil be ble fo prevent the fransformation of Palesting"into
the Land of lsroel’.”
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Moraljustification for the creation of Isroel & the elimination & Subjugation .

of Palesfinians refies on one of the same fictions that enabled the creation
of Australia — terra nulliusfland belonging fo no one. ionists claimed Israel
08 ‘0 lond without o people for o people without  lond, denying Palestinian
existence & Indigeneity os well os justifying the colonial & racil violence

Lionism o whife Supremacy

Colonisers cluimed this confinent oS ‘terra nullivs” & Polestine os ‘o lund
Without o people” despife knowing & interacting with Indigenous people. In
hoth cases, the cluim s not that Indigenous people did not exist alfogether,
hut that (despite clear contrary evidence) they are considered o buckward,
raciollyinferior & politically disorganised that their lives did not have value.
Lionists considered several pluces for colonial settlement, including parts of
Argentin, Uganda/Kenya & one proposal fo furn millions of heciares in the
Kimberley, Western Australio, into the new Jewish homeland.

After the Holocaust & World Waor Two, Zionist sertement in Polesine served
several purposes for Western powers. The creation of o Jewish state
appealed to Western antisemitism by sering Jews outside the West. Isroel
01so provided o European ally in o strategic, resource-rich part of the world.

Lionist founder, Theodlor Herz! described the benefits of choosing Palesting

0s the site of o Jewish state 0s "0 portion of the rampart of Europe against
Asit, an outpost of civilization oS opposed fo barbarism.” Like oll sertler-

colonial States, e creation of the state of Israel required murder, §

tisplacement (gthnic cleansing) & genocide of the existing population. The
rociolised dehumanisation of Indigenous Palestinions justified Zionist
Violence in a Similar way that white Supremacy.hus jusfified colonisation on
this coninent & ucross the world.

Lionists continue to justify genocite of Palestinians with white Supremacist
narratives that Palestinians are prinitive, “drunk cockroaches™ (Eitan,
former Israeli chief of staff) & “human animals™ (Gallant, Israeli defence
minister). In this language we recognise the same racist, colonial
stereotypes about Indigenous people used fo jusfify the violence of the
Austrlian state & colonies around the world.
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Nutions founded & muintuined with violence
Serter-colonial states like Australn re

S0 people from elsewhere can occupy
it Like Australio, Israel wos founded on this idea, as the first Prime Minister
of Isrel stated “we must expel the Arabs & fake their place”.

Across this continent,
seftlers mussucred & ensloved Indigenous people, rounding them up into
missions in order fo take their fand. In Queensland,

This force wos “the single biggest killerof Aboriginal people =
" in colonial Queensland”. Founding Zionists like Jubotinsky were clear thot &5
the foundation of Isroel would be dependent on violence against Inigenous 28

Palestinians

This founding violence culminated in 1348 with what Palestinians call the .

Nokba (catastrophe).

As o result, Isroel
nushed Palestinians that remained within what is now claimed oS Israel into
enclaves, & forced many others info designated Palestinian Territories
unler Israeli control. Other Palestiniang were forced to leave oS refugees.
Tionists used this violence to gain control of the land & found the state of
Israel. Palestinians commemorate Nokba Day os an annual day of mourning,

& While Zionists celebrate the foundation of Isragl. This holds o

Ongoing Nukba: oppression & opartheid
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Today, this oppression tokes many forms, including mass incarceration,
child theft, the denial of heatthcare & many other essential Services. Unfil
1988 (when it was fully dismantled), Blockfullos in Queensland were Subiject
1o legisluted racial controls & segregation called The Protection Act.

(all Aboriginal children were legally wards of
the state, so covld be removed from their families ar any fime), & where
they must work (though their wages were foken by the government).

Quegnsland's Protection Act was an inspiration for South African apartheid .

& ts echoes are clear in Isroel's laws.

This system is physically
marked by the apartheid wall that divides the West Bank, cutfing through
Pulestinian cities & villoges, separating communifies, families, people &
their lands.

Which occupies the West
Bank & holds Gozo under Siege, where they control who & whot (ike food &

Waer) enters. o

different identity cards, o Segregated road system (Polestinion cars have
different registration plates that can only use cerfain roads) & require
permission for movement granted by Israel.

This apartheid extends to
Where they or their ancestors were born. In controst,

Israel gives any Jewish person around the world the right to settie there. &

Israeli officials have been cleor that their
with Prime Minister Netanyahu describing Isruel as
“the national state, not of allits citizens, but only of the Jewish people.”

in order to occupy more &




Sifrounded by Israeli soldiers (Keren Manor/Active Stills
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Colonial

Colonisation has destroyed nafural ecosystems across the globe. This is.a
key sertler strategy fo separate Indigenous people from the land they care
for, in favour of exploiting its resources. There are countless local examples
of this; draining of rivers fike the Murray-Darling-Barkau for unsustuinable
farming, destroying sucred sites like Juukan Gorge for mining & the
extincrion of one hundred plants & animal species Since European
colonisation. 75 years since its creation, Isroel hos devastared The
environment, ecosystems as well as native flora & founa in order o claim

¢ the land, hide its violence & make life unliveable for Palestinians. Cloiming
- the lond oS ‘uropean not only meant Killing & displacing Indigenous
#+ Palestinions, bt also Indigenous plants & animals.

;. Living for thousands of years, the olive tree is the centre of Palestinian

social, cultural & economic life, Abu Ali writes “with the olive fre we live, &
Without it we don'tlive” Since 1967, Isruel hos destroyed over 800,000 olive
frees, along with other Indigenous plants essential for Palesfinian food,
frade & culture. Among these are the tens of thousands of olive frees &
habitat Isruel burnt or uprooted to clear land o build the Apartheid wall. The
Israeli Army & settlers routinely burn & uproot olive frees fo prevent
Palestinians from farming & trading us well oS ottempting o sever their
connection with the land.

In the pluce of Indigenous plants, Isruel hos planted vost forests of non-

~ Y native ping iregs that have devestared local commnites & ecosystems.
= European ping wos chosen in an otempt 1o ‘Europeanise’ the Palestinian

- londscape. Ping lso grows quickiy, which led fo srael mass-planfing over g
the ruing of many of the 400 Palestinian viluges Isroel ethnically cleansed ¢
*in 1948, By orowing invasive ine forests over the ruing of vilages &

eclaring them national parks, Israel is both erasing its violence &
nreventing Palestinians from refurning fo their homes.

Europedn pines are So acidic that they kill smaller native plants & the native

: 5 animals that rely on them for food. By mass planing these fire-prone frees

in their non-naive climate, Isrcel hos caused some of the lorgest wildfires
inits history.
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o Water os atool of colonial control
, I]envinu InﬂiUBnl]lIS [lB[lI]IE woieris a kBV feature of settler-colonial States

Worldwide. On this continent, poisoning waterholes was o key strafegy fo
kil Indioenous people & take the fand. Today, Australian governments deny
safe drinking water o over 500 remote Indigenous communities. Warer
sources these communities refied on for millennia are often confaminated
hy nearhy mining, fracking & unsustainable farming. ISrael also uses water
08 0 form of colonial control. During the Nukba, Isroel hod o Strategy of
noisoning Palestinion water wells to cause Sickness, death & force
Pulestinians oway from their villages. Today, Israelis pouring concrete info
Wells, springs & other water sources used by Palestinians is commonplace.

To claim & control the land, Isroel hus drained native wetlands & diverted
key waterways, destroying habitat for local animals & plants, drying the
seas & rivers until they are unrecognisable. Controlling all major waterways

allows Israel to systematically deprive Palestinian people & land of water. 5
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This inequality is stark in the West Bunk & Gaza, where Isruel distributes

more than 4 times as much water fo Israeli sertlers than to Palestinians in
the West Bank. Isruel also controls water occess in Gaza, where 7% of
water is undrinkable & slowly poisoning Polestinians (figure prior fo the
current genocide).

Killing lund & people with waste & warfare
Coloniatism makes Indigenous people & their land sick with toxic waste &

% warfore. Indigenous people in ‘Australia® are consistently fighting foxic

£ (umping of materials ike ashestos & nuclear waste on their Country. The
' Morglinga Tjarutja people, animals & land still suffer the radioacive effects
=4 0f the otomic bombs Britcin dropped on their Country for ‘testing” during the

Cold War. Israel uses foxic waste fo systematically dumage the health of

' Palestiniang & their lund by: Concentraring huzardous industries: near
<2 Palestinian villages, yransporfing Israef's foxic waste fo the West Bank for
=2 "processing’ by Palestinians and dumping Sewerage from Israeli SetHements

on Palestinian forms, killing crops & soil. Isroel's toxic munitions like
depleted uranium & white phosphorus have not only killed & injured
Pulestinians, but irreparably poisoned ir, land & water for generations fo
come.
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